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In the past when a Code Enforcement Inspector 

found an alleged sanitation or zoning code violation 

such as weeds, trash, inoperable vehicles, non-

permitted signs, or non-maintained properties, the 

inspector gave the person a summons to Municipal 

Court. This was actually a criminal charge. It was a 

process that many people found frightening. 

Greeley is now using a form of 

enforcement called Adminis-

trative Adjudication for most 

routine cases. This process 

assesses an administrative pen-

alty for ordinance violations rather than a criminal 

charge. Those charged with a violation still have 

due process rights to a hearing before a neutral 

hearing officer and rights of appeal, but this admin-

istrative process is quicker and simpler and avoids 

the stigma of a criminal record for violators. The 

process is intended to be more informal and less 

intimidating for all involved and can also be less 

costly., since it does not necessarily involve the use 

of attorneys. Other cities in Colorado have opted to 

use this process. Violations of the ordinances desig-

nated as code infractions have an associated finan-

cial penalty. 
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